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Adventures
 

There are so many things to look 
forward to at this time of year. Not 
only does the world burst back into 
colour, lifting our spirits, but we’ll 
be celebrating our young people’s 
achievements on St George’s Day too. 
Whatever you do, make it different 
and make it special (and remember to 
say thank you to each other too!).
 
When you head outdoors, take time 
to notice the trees – our feature on 
the wisdom of trees explores the 
ways they endure and adapt. More 
wisdom comes from Poppy, one of 
our amazing long-serving volunteers, 
who’s seen the Scouts evolve.    
 
Friendship is at the heart of the 
Scouts: something we see in the 
story of Archie and Andrew. Archie 
has a painful condition, but found a 
welcome distraction in Scouts, and 
a true friend in Andrew. To repay his 
kindness, Archie helped raise funds 
to send Andrew to the World Scout 
Jamboree. That’s the spirit of Scouts.

What else are we looking forward to? 
We celebrate the 50th anniversary of 

the first moon landing this year (and 
it was a Scout who took that historic 
first step). But what’s the next giant 
leap? We ask the experts on page 35. 
 
As ever, we have some brilliant skills 
and practical tips to share. You’ll find 
advice on what to pack for camp as 
well as how to go plastic-free. Let’s 
never take our wild places for granted, 
and leave nothing but our thanks. 

If you need more inspiration, look 
no further than ‘Blazing a trail’ to 
meet some of the toughest female 
adventurers. And when it comes to 
inspiring change, we meet Emma 
and Astrud, two members of our 
Community Impact Group. You, our 
amazing volunteers, inspire me every 
day. Thank you for everything you do.

Reasons to be cheerful: friendship, 
kindness and skills for life

Bear Grylls, Chief Scout

Chief Scout Bear Grylls with some of our Scout Ambassadors
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The briefing: updates

Reward your Scottish adventures
It was great to see 2019 get off to 
a fantastic start with lots of Scout 
Groups celebrating Burns Night. 
I was impressed to see so many 
young people getting involved in this 
popular Scottish tradition, learning 
new culinary skills, delving into 
Scottish heritage, and having a go 
at both reading and writing poetry. 
Great stuff!

We all know the Scout programme 
is fantastic at supporting young 
people to develop into global citizens, 
but our Thistle Awards provide a 
unique opportunity for Beavers, Cubs 
and Scouts in Scotland to explore 

our own culture. These awards 
incorporate all the best bits about 
Scotland: the outdoors, the food and 
the history. Do check them out if you 
haven’t already. 

Perhaps the most special part of 
being a Scout in Scotland is our 
amazing outdoors environment, 
and all the fantastic adventure 
it offers. Our Zodiac Award – for 
Scouts, Explorer Scouts and Scout 
Network Members – is an excellent 
way to challenge young people to 
experience the very best of the 
outdoors. With summer coming 
up, it's a great time to plan some 

of the award requirements, like 
camping on the beach or a night in 
hammocks, for some truly memorable 
adventures. And don’t forget that our 
Scottish Scout Adventures centres 
at Lochgoilhead, Meggernie or 
Fordell Firs can support you to deliver 
amazing outdoor experiences as part 
of the Zodiac Award. 

Whatever you plan for this year, I 
recommend including our very own 
Scottish Awards. Let us know how 
you get on. I’d love to hear about it. 

Andrew Sharkey
Chief Commissioner of Scotland
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Six new themes have been selected 
for the next stage of the A Million 
Hands partnership; this includes 
partnering with different charities 
to co-create resources for each 
theme. The new charity partners 
met with key stakeholders in 
December to explain their plans for 
the partnerships, and they’re now 
working on their resources. More 
information on the new themes 
and partners will be released in 
the summer, ready for the autumn 
term. For now, ensure you’re still 
getting groups to work towards a Big 
Moment for this year’s current issues: 
amillionhands.org.uk/resources.

A Million Hands

The briefing: updates

A special thank you –  
your Scout discount card
Hopefully you’ll have noticed the 
small thank you card sent with this 
issue of your printed magazine.  
This recognises the incredible  
work you do as a volunteer and 
entitles you to a range of great 
discounts from selected partners.  
A full list, with terms and conditions, 
is at: scouts.org.uk/thankyou.  

Simply present the card to 
participating retailers. If you  
have two or more adult volunteers  
in your household but only receive  
one copy of the magazine,  
an additional card can be  
ordered from Scout Store at  
shop.scouts.org.uk (free of 
charge, but P&P applies).  

ScotJam is back!
ScotJam is back for July 2019 
with an expanded programme of 
events. This year’s ScotJam offers 
two action-packed camps at Scout 
Adventures Lochgoilhead, one for 
Cubs (15–19 July) and another for 
Scouts and Explorer Scouts (20–27 
July), as well as an additional Cubs 
event at Scout Adventures 
Meggernie (15–19 July). Our new 
camp at Meggernie will be held 
under canvas, and will focus on 
traditional outdoors skills. You can 
find out all the information and how 
to book at scouts.scot/scotjam.

Following consultation and feedback 
from members, we’ve updated the 
Young People First, Safeguarding –  
a code of practice (Yellow Card).  
The revised card design is available 
on the Safeguarding area of Member 
Resources and from Scout Store, 
and a copy is also included with the 
print edition of this magazine. All 
leaders must keep a copy of and 
understand the Yellow Card, and you 
are encouraged to share the resource 
with parents and young people.  
This practice enables everyone to 
create safe spaces.

Yellow Card
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The briefing: updates

Find a solution to 
plastic pollution
New resources on learning about 
and fighting plastic pollution were 
released last month for adult 
volunteers, Beavers and Cubs. 

The resources were created 
with DEFRA (Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) 
and our A Million Hands partner the 
Canal & River Trust, and focus on 
topics such as how plastic waste 
affects wildlife and which objects 
include hidden plastics. 

This month, resources aimed 
at Scouts and Explorers will be 
published on the topic. Go to 
amillionhands.org.uk/resources  
to download yours. 

It’s time to 
get green
Step Up To Serve, a charity set up  
to encourage youth social action, has 
launched a year of environmental 
activities under the banner 
#iwill4nature. 

It coincides with the Government’s 
Year of Green Action – a nationwide 
campaign to grow environmental 
youth social action, and support 
activities for young people to connect 
with, protect and enhance nature. 

This means 2019 is the year to make 
the environment a vital focus of your 
Group’s activities. By taking part 
locally in programme activities, we 
become part of a bigger movement  
of young people taking action. 

Get involved by providing and sharing 
examples of your Group’s work, using 
the #iwill4nature hashtag. Find out 
more: iwill.org.uk/environment.

Challenge yourself for Scouting
We’ve still got charity places available 
for some exciting challenges and 
running events around Scotland. 
Whether you are a keen runner or 
just starting out, you can sign up to 
take on the Edinburgh Marathon, 
Scottish Half Marathon or Men’s 

10k, and more, and raise money for 
Scottish Scouting. If running doesn’t 
appeal, you can try a charity abseil 
instead or perhaps come up with your 
own challenge. You can find out how 
to get involved with fundraising at 
scouts.scot/challenges.  

Outdoor skills training
Scout Adventures Lochgoilhead can 
now offer the new British Canoeing 
Paddlesport Instructor Award. This 
course is perfect for anyone who’d 
like to develop the skills to lead short 
basic paddling sessions or journeys 
for young people. This adds to 
Lochgoilhead’s programme of adult 
training, which is offered all year 
round. The centre’s instructor team  
is qualified to deliver development  
or permit training in areas from 
archery to winter skills to raftbuilding.  
You can browse and book training at:  
scouts.cinolla.com/Lochgoilhead.
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The briefing: updates

Connecting Scouts with nature   
Cubs from Innerleithen in the Scottish 
Borders will become the UK’s first 
ever Golden Eagle Champions as they 
take on a community project that will 
be felt for generations to come. Chris 
Kennedy, Acting Group Scout Leader, 
tells us about the project. 

‘Many of our young people are not 
aware that Golden Eagles used to 
populate the south of Scotland. They 
acted as a vital predator, helping to 
maintain the ecosystem, but human 
activity and change to land use has 
seen the numbers fall to as low as 
three breeding pairs. The South of 
Scotland Golden Eagle Project is a 
hugely important local initiative set 
up to address the low numbers of 
Golden Eagles.

‘The project relies heavily on 
community support and aims to get 
the community to “learn by doing 
together”, taking a real hands-on 
approach to improve the outcomes 
for the Golden Eagles. Part of its goal 
is to empower young people to take 
pride in their natural environment, 
making it an ideal fit for our group  
to become involved with. 

‘We take a positive and proactive 
approach to partnership work in 
the Borders District. The South 
of Scotland Golden Eagle Project 
wanted to connect with local groups. 
They were looking to work with 
partners in an effort to educate the 
wider community about the local 
Golden Eagle population and the 
importance of conservation. We 
both gained enormously by working 
together; combining our efforts 
created an array of benefits for the 
young people and ultimately our  
local Golden Eagle population, too.

‘My biggest tip for other groups 
looking to do unusual community 
impact projects would be: don’t 
be afraid to talk to groups outside 
Scouting to find out what you have 
in common and how you might be 
able to support each other. It all starts 
from simple conversations with the 
wider community and the imagination 
to create exciting things together. 
Lots of external projects gain funding 
to deliver some exciting projects but 
need partners. The South of Scotland 
Golden Eagle Project is helping young 
people and adult volunteers relate to 

the specific needs of these incredible 
birds of prey. Our group have gained 
the opportunity to see life from an 
eagle’s perspective and learn new 
skills around conservation while 
having fun. 

‘We were lucky enough to have a 
Golden Eagle along to the launch 
of the project, and our normally 
noisy group were speechless in 
the presence of such an amazing 
creature. Over the next few months 
we'll be learning about conservation, 
an eagle’s diet as well as trying our 
hand at some eyrie building. This will 
culminate with our Cubs getting to 
find out what it’s like to be an eagle 
while taking part in a treetop climb. 
They now feel a personal connection 
to the eagles, which has widened 
their interest in the natural world, 
brought a sense of responsibility 
and a desire to educate their wider 
community about the needs of  
these iconic birds.’

For more information on taking  
part in community impact  
projects, head to: scouts.scot/
communityimpact.



















































































































































































TRADITION SINCE 1896

SEE OUR FACTORY AT WORK:
www.bctoutdoors.com

See our full range of products: www.bctoutdoors.com

www.bctoutdoors.com    I    T: 01274 728 469    I    E: info@bctoutdoors.com

WE WASH/REPROOF WE REPAIRWE MANUFACTURE

TASK FORCE         FROM £280 TROOP TENT         FROM £500JAMBOREE MESS TENT     FROM £775

TWO SIZES AVAILABLE:

TASKFORCE 3 - 2/3 MAN

TASKFORCE 4 - 3/4 MAN

Ten Cate All Season Material

Fire retardant inner

250 gsm PVC groundsheet

19mm Aluminium A poles and ridge

THREE SIZES AVAILABLE:

STANDARD 4.4M X 4.4M

MEDIUM 4.4M X 6M

LARGE 4.4M X 7.7M

Cotton Canvas 393 gsm

Fire retardant

Water proofed

Rot proofed

Mildew proofed

28mm Zinc plated poles

TWO SIZES AVAILABLE:

TROOP

TROOP XL

Cotton Canvas 393gsm

Water proofed

Rot proofed

Mildew proofed

28mm Zinc plated poles

600gsm PVC Groundsheet
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